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Legal Framework on Freedom of Religion and actual application
The legacy of Namibia’s colonial past, which ended as late as 1990, is the dominant presence of
Christianity, especially Protestantism. There are also small numbers of Muslims, Baha’is, Jews and
Buddhists.4 The number of Pentecostalist communities is growing rapidly, above all in the northeast of the country along the Zambezi River. Many religious believers combine Christian beliefs
with traditional African rituals and customs.
Namibia’s constitution guarantees religious freedom and protects its citizens from religious
discrimination under article 10.5 Article 21 recognises the “freedom to practise any religion and to
manifest such practice”, while article 19, relating to culture, states: “Every person shall be entitled
to enjoy, practise, profess, maintain and promote any culture, language, tradition or religion subject
to the terms of this constitution…” Namibia is a secular state and does not give preferential
treatment to any one or more faith community.6
The spirit of the constitution is also reflected in government practice. The state does not place
restrictions on the formation of religious communities, which can gain recognition through
registration, though this is not compulsory. Church communities wishing to secure exemptions from
income taxes and other duties must register as welfare organisations with the Ministry of Health
and Social Services. Religious organisations involved in income-generating projects must register
as charitable associations with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
Although there is a continuous succession of new religious groups being established, the
relationship between the religious communities in Namibia is good and marked by mutual respect.
The Catholic Church in Namibia is widely respected as one of the major faith communities in the
country and as an important force and moral authority in civil society.

Incidents
During the ad limina visit to the Vatican by the Catholic bishops of Namibia and Lesotho on 24 th
April 2015, the chairman of the Namibian Bishops' Conference, Archbishop Nashenda Liborius
Ndumbukuti of Windoek stated: “We have good relations with state authorities, pursuant to an
agreement of understanding, to the point that we have designated a person to liaise between the
Episcopal Conference and the government. We cooperate but we remain an independent voice
from the authorities. The government still appreciates our efforts and provides subsidies to our
schools and hospitals.”7 Pope Francis recognised the many challenges faced by the Church and
society in their countries but urged them nonetheless to support and teach the people in their faith.
At a time of an apparent decrease in vocations to the priesthood and religious life, it was important
for priests to speak openly about the fulfilling and joyful experience of offering one’s life to Christ,
he said.8
There were no reports of any infringements of religious freedom, either within Namibian society or
on the part of the government, during the period of this report.9
Prospects for Freedom of Religion
The concept of a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-religious nation has found a particularly
positive expression in Namibia. While in Rome, Archbishop Nashenda Liborius Ndumbukuti also
commented: “We are no longer in the emergency of the times of the war of independence, and
now we can carry out an ordinary pastoral program focused on the teaching of the Gospel. Next to
this, we place the emphasis on social programs to alleviate poverty. We have invested in particular
in schools, and this is our biggest contribution to the development of the country.”10
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