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Legal framework on Freedom of Religion and actual application
While a referendum in 2012 approved a draft new constitution, the final bill was stalled in
parliament and its future was uncertain.6
The current constitution establishes the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC) as the national church,
and grants it state support and protection. 7 It guarantees people the right to form religious
associations and to practise their religion in accordance with their beliefs. However, nothing may
“be preached or practised which is prejudicial to good morals or public order.”8
Religious groups and secular humanist organizations apply to the Ministry of the Interior for
recognition and registration and a four-member panel reviews the applications. Registered
religious groups and secular humanist organizations receive state subsidies based on membership
numbers. The state provides subsidies to registered religious groups and secular humanist
organizations and every individual 16 years of age and older must pay a “church tax” to the
individual’s respective organization. If there is no official affiliation, the tax is paid to the University
of Iceland.9
The constitution also provides that everyone is equal before the law, irrespective of religion, and no
person “may lose his civil or national rights on account of his religion, nor may anyone refuse to
perform any generally applicable civil duty on religious grounds.”10
Religious minorities
In 2014 the Market and Media Research firm conducted an opinion poll asking people to what
extent they supported or opposed various religious organisations building places of worship in
Iceland. Of those responding, 64.4 percent supported and 9.5 percent were against the Church of
Iceland building new churches. 49.2 percent were in favour of the Ásatrú pagan association while
11.1 percent opposed it. 36.5 percent supported a Buddhist temple. 33.1 percent were against
building a second Russian Orthodox Church. 42.4 percent of respondents were against, and 29.7
percent were in favour of a mosque being built in Iceland.11

Incidents
In January 2015, following the Paris terrorist attacks, an MP recommended that background
checks on all Muslims in Iceland should be carried out. The Minister of the Interior responded by
emphasising the need to respect all citizens.12
The Reykjavik city council agreed to give the Icelandic Muslim Association land to build a mosque
in September 2013. In November 2015, President Ólafur Ragnar Grimsson expressed shock and
concern that the government of Saudi Arabia intended to fund the construction of a mosque in
Iceland by donating one million US Dollars. He expressed concern that such financing would fuel
radical Islam in Iceland.13 A few days after the President’s speech, the Islamic Cultural Center of
Iceland was vandalised.14 At around the same time, a Muslim woman in Reykjavik reported being
refused as a tenant on account of her religion.15
Prospects for Freedom of Religion
In the period analysed, there have been no other reported incidents or negative developments with
regard to religious freedom in Iceland, but based on opinion polls and the above incidents, it
appears that there may be increasing societal intolerance toward some religious minorities.
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