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Legal framework on freedom of religion and actual application
The constitution recognises and guarantees the right to practice, maintain, change and profess
one’s religion or beliefs, in public or in private, individually or collectively. The voluntary practice of
religion and the right not to profess any faith are protected.4
The Religious Freedom Act recognises and guarantees to all the entities that come under its
mandate, the right to engage, inter alia, in activities of worship, doctrinal outreach, education, and
culture. Moreover, religious entities are endowed with rights and obligations.5
Incidents
In September 2014, Andrés Elías, director of the Catholic Observatory in Ecuador, slammed
attacks, misinformation and lies by an “atheistic association” against the Archbishop of Guayaquil,
Mgr Antonio Arregui, who was accused of describing gay people as a “virus”.6
The Regulation for the Dissemination of Advertising in social media came into effect in November
2014. It looks at advertising involving and destined for children and teenagers. It prohibits content
that can lead to discrimination, racism, substance abuse, sexism and anything that is detrimental to
rights. It also bans advertising content that constitute direct incitement or explicit incentive to the
illegitimate use of violence, the commitment of a felony, human trafficking, exploitation, and sexual
abuse, as well as the advocacy of war and national, racial or religious hate.7
In September 2015 the Ombudsman’s Office issued an open letter about the censorious and
humiliating comments made by the judges on the show “Ecuador got talent” against a 16-year-old
Ecuadorian artist, who publicly expressed her atheism. As the country’s human rights advocate,
the Office said that the constitution of the Republic of Ecuador grants children and teenagers all
the rights inherent in the human condition, in addition to age-specific rights. The office said the
priority should be the protection of their physical and mental health, education, identity, social
participation, cultural rights, aesthetic, creative and artistic freedom as well as their right to express
their beliefs and religion openly, if they so choose, without any distinction relating to age or sex.8
In February 2016, during a concert by Spanish singer Miguel Bosé, the image of the Virgin Mary
was used as background to his face, which led to grave charges of desecration, of attacking the

rights, principles and values of millions of Catholics Ecuadorians, for whom the Mother of God has
great spiritual significance.9
Prospects for freedom of religion
People have become increasingly sensitive to issues surrounding religious freedom as evinced by
statements and situations that, although not in of themselves acts of intolerance, have raised
awareness of this particular right. Compared to the previous period, when there were some
incidents of discrimination, it is possible to say that in the period under review, the prospects for
religious freedom have improved in the country.
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